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KNANAYA WEDDING

Marriage is a sacrament that involves an invitation for two people
to a new stage in life. It involves mutual, self-giving love that reflects
Christ’s love for his bride, the Church. Married life is a vocation requir-
ing special grace that is conferred through the sacrament of Holy Matri-
mony. This grace is intended to perfect the couple’'s love and to
strengthen their indissoluble unity. The marriage bond has been estab-
lished by God himself in such a way that marriage consummated can
never be dissolved.

In the tradition of the Syro-Malabar Church and the Knanaya Com-
munity, the marriage service has some special components:

1. Tying of the Thaali (Minnu)

Knanaya thaali is in the shape of a banyan leaf which in its turn
resembles heart which is the eternal and universal symbol of love. The
cross on the thaali is made with 21 small balls. This 21 is the result of
the multiplication of three with seven, i.e., three persons of the trinity
and seven sacraments. The threads for thaali are taken from the
“Mantrakodi.” Seven pieces of threads are taken and they are folded
into three. These three and seven have the above said significance.
The bridegroom tie the thaali on the neck of the bride. This kind of knot
is known as male knot (Aankettu) symbolizing the stability of marriage.
Every woman considers the Thaali to be the most prestigious token of
love offered to her by her husband during the ceremony.

2. Blessing of the Manthrakodi

The groom covers the head of the bride with the Manthrakodi, a
garment of prayers, which is given to the bride by the groom’s family.
The gift symbolizes the Lord giving glory to His Church. It also acts as a
special symbol of protection and acceptance of the bride into the new
family.

3. Barumariam Song

Barumariyam is a Syriac song sung by the priests just after the
Wedding and Holy Mass. The priests pray for the new couples to Je-
sus, the son of Mary and bless them in the name of Jesus. Barumari-
yam in Syriac means son of Mary, i.e., Jesus. The same song is sung
by the Chaldeans on the important feasts like Easter and Christmas.
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