sl SMIMID) Clagse

A Publication of Knanaya Catholic Missions in North America
5212 W. Agatite Ave., Chicago, IL 60630
Website: www.knanayamission.org ¢ E-mail: mutholath2000@yahoo.com

KNANAYA MISSION BULLETIN VOL. I No. 2 DECEMBER 2003




aila>001 2m00816a3 AVEm Yoo

VMBIV OMIGI ElaN@ TV aHS1AN D))

20Mo Q®E3 AOMo QOO MED af)eld allwemleno olal
Galdatla leean @OQINS0ENT MEOS MSAIB:-0)al® TMVoallwomo.
SHMOMOW TVABFOVWANHG O} IOW)o DSQBHHS}o @OV Y0)(U0)
AHEWINSIajo MVR)BOVWICWEEBEIOS AllBJ0ELIIV0, CN®IDI ald]
wle1mo, MooMIBICld: al}GEONMI, OMOFIT3, @RYBBINYo,
MLOa0ld BIVAIMO o) CowEEBSIM3 2llda] GTVAIM26MABa]]
SOMD. TVM)BOW TVOCLISMEHUBBE BRAVIWIRIW OO M
U8 QISCH @OGRGIHHM TVIA0210§AMYAVO])) 6211 QIO
SHDMOMOWV AaUM)BHUBEH) HFW)o. alBlKd)EL MloaddTVMOBIN
@RMYB0eild: MIBERUEBUBEHMIVE]L] QAISOHBS @REaGeWlnel
BSMOMOW AllaHMBEIT3 M@0 A)MBEWONA al0LNEHOTMAIOIOS
@RoN®Io MEUUWIBHITH @O EalGlTd AlaUM)HOSB OHAEH)
Qad ((oaflen)M® af)ello® OG08RN el a)S)ANM)EalIeel
o6,

MVoCLISM DBBEa |00 Klad ag)ao3lm?

AISOHH BRCACIEHWV]HL] SHMIMIW HECOMILNLNOO (AIOG3
Wle-@Pamaesnlw ®elmE3glad auonaiSlaflen)an &mImow
@RE  OMICaHMBHSBlo O MUL.AV).ag)M.af) W) 2) BB Ea|0Ud
af)MBEWINA 2 10LNlBHOmAIBHS @RONMIo MIGHWIHHOMIAITD
2laHM) U3 MMYBHICAUNENBAN) 2 lAHIEHMMAIYMNE. HA(OMO)
9SW)o HOAIBB:O}OSW)o GAIODTVINOMETNINS GRAIROW BN
®IOMIT3 S MIMOIW TVoARISMEHUB AUSEHE BRCAGEH VoLl
BMOIMOW BHEOMOLNBNND BHHOBATIEMSH. @PAIR TVLOMYFOWds
M0oa3e:081d> al@laloSkexud MLorLISla lee)e®)o demyeidl eauad
0)UB, BaldaHd MOALISMEBUB af)aBIAl MN0A N8B0 HalT®).
(0GB UWDIE B MIMOW MVOARISMEUBEN)0 B MUL.aV] ag)ad.
af)Ienjo OMIW)o WI0Bo §21QAIMB &$l)o. @Al quilal
2001 MseeMo. afler MunelEBSIed dlatm)du8 MuNdailen)alom)o
@PRAIG M6 HHWS)O).

GRIoauo el el avlad
SNOMOW ANaUM @RYOoE]2]
Ga]oWd @QYBY OalO®CWOW
O3 30U BaloBla)): “e)
MDYHH) ©6N3) (alTLNOIMo
ag)ao5? BlaU0d DENBOE) WO
MG @G OV aHM
alldla)) aflgoceln? oengleno
REO ARYUIBHOBHNEL] @D
MBSO 2f)OG 20)alS] L@
Oloyam): “GRE  OMIIEaHM)o
2la¥M)o Al M al® alj@d
BRIV AUYMITT® GOOB)HHBO
MBI, oflaHM (VORLlENIMD)
@RERAIOLIM UDY(U0)aHWII06N).
alaiy enief, Q® alOMo,
©MOGAIM, WI0Mo, MIEYMIB)
U3, BH® MLOCLISMEHUB, MOGNIBTIVI, Aflaad B0)es eaual
Mo0)d3, ailaaone, alls) ealemIGla], Ad12lSHe, (V0ORLO )]
EBBOM VR MVAAMAVG]] GRRAIOLIM UDY(U)eH 621QAND
Mo 2laHB. @A §21Y)AIOM ERCEVIW TVCLISMWEE VO]
99)HONLL. af)INOG HMOMOIW MoALISMBUB Hald®) QIO
SHDMOMOW HOHMY HEI0 TVIOMIBHOC]S> BRYCALINAUEBBUS, TVOR)YBI
O GaloaUd: TVOOLISMUB, VMBIV EGMIOWAILIE@6Mo,
BEMAUMaHUM @)5688] BSMAUU 00468803 HMOMOW @G oMVl
GYAUM)BHUB H2IGYENBAIWOSN). BOJAUN) ONB) BHOLNG:SB)o @RYQ
03 2001GlBO)IM@)EaI0EI QAUISHHBE BPEABIEHWIG3 @G  OMlCW
AHM)0 BMOMOW AaHM)o BOIEAIIHEI (aITVSGIWENE. @A E6NB)0
alOMSal0 MVa0S:@2] MVMBOVOIM) aNamEM ME@IB6Mo.” @G
MOT3 @REG OMVICWaHM] AlaUCMEWI, HlaUM @OE OIVICWaH
GMEYI B)BENIAING|S)TMOYO.

v
and. ag(6NiaNdo M}COMILIQI

COVER STORY

JUBILEE GREETINGS TO

MAR MATHEW MOOLAKKATT

COADJUTOR BISHOP OF KOTTAYAM

ON THE SILVER JUBILEE OF HIS PRIESTLY ORDINATION

ON DECEMBER 27, 2003

Mar Mathew Moolakkatt was born on February 27,1953 at Uzhavoor in Kottayam District. He was ordained
priest on the 27th December, 1978. He has B.Sc., B. Ed., M. A. in Sociology and doctorate in Canon Law. In
1994 he joined the Vallombrosan Benedictine Monastery and made the Final Profession on December 5,
1998. On December 28, 1998 he was nominated Bishop of Holler and appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Kottayam.
He received the Episcopal Ordination on 6th January, 1999 from His Holiness Pope John Paul Il. He is now
serving as member of CBCI Commission for Justice, Peace, and Development. He is currently coadjutor

bishop and vicar general of the Diocese of Kottayam.
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Mar Jacob Angadiath inaugurating www.knanayamission.org, thewebsite of KnanayaMission. Fr. Philip

Thodukayil and Fr. Abraham M uthol ath are al so seen.
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HISTORY OF KNANAYACATHOLICMISSIONS
IN GREATER NEW YORK

PREPARED BY REV. FR. ABRAHAM KALARICKAL

Bishop Mar Kuriakose Fr. Sauriamakil

Kunnacherry

From the Catholic Eparchy of K ottayam alone we have about
2000 familiesliving in North America. The Knanaya Catholic
Community has at present ten Missions, such as Philadel phia,
Houston, San Jose, Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles and four in
Greater New York. Greater New York is the second largest
Knanaya Catholic Community in the United States, after
Chicago. There are four Missions established - two in the
Archdiocese of New York, one in the Archdiocese of Newark
and onein the diocese of Brooklyn and Rockville Center.

The history of KNANAYA CATHOLIC MISSION OF
GREATER NEW Y ORK isfascinating. Herethe Greater New

Fr. Thomas K ottoor

Fr.Michael N.I.

Fr. Abraham Kalarickal

York meanstheTri-State area, which includes New York, New
Jersey and Connecticut. Inthelate 1960-sthe Knanaya Catholic
Nurses belonging to the Diocese of Kottayam migrated to the
city of New York in search of job and better lives. They mainly
concentrated in Manhattan. While there were only around 100
familiesin 1975, now there are morethan 400 familiesin Grester
New York area. Knanaya Catholics living in Tri-state area
established “Indian Knanaya Catholic Association” under the
Spiritual Leadership of Rev. Fr. James Kudilil in 1976. Mr.
Mathewkutty Vattakalam was its first president. Through the

continued on page 8...
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Mar Jacob Angadiath read ng the first issue of Knanaya

Mission after he has released the bulletin.
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OUR CHURCH STATUSACCORDINGTO
AMERICAN BISHOPS CONFERENCE

The following is from pages 24 to 33 of the book, Eastern Catholics in the United States of America published by
Committee on the Relationship between Eastern and Latin Catholic Churches for American Conference of Catholic
Bishops. This book explores the similarities and differences between the Roman and Eastern Churches. Building on
Pope John Paul |1’s apostalic letter, The Light of the East (Orientale Lumen), this new publication promotes a greater

understanding of the experience of Eastern Catholicsin the USA..

In the day-to-day life of the Church, it is usually aquestion
relating to the celebration of the Holy Mysteries of Christian
Initiation and Marriage for Eastern Catholics, which require a
clear understanding on the part of the minister of the Latin
Church.

Member ship of AutonomousRitual Churches

It is not possible simply to be a “Catholic” - a member
“at large” of the universal Catholic Church. A person is aways
amember of a specific autonomous ritual Church and only as
such is a person a member of the Catholic Church.

In Baptism, a person is enrolled in an autonomous ritual
Church and the Church to which that person belongs is
determined by church law. A person, no matter by whom or
where or in what liturgical ceremony he or she is baptized,
belongs to the autonomous ritual Church to which he or she
should belong in accordance to the norms of law. Canons 29-
30 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches establish
the canonical legislation for Eastern Catholics.

From time to time, it may become necessary, when it is a
guestion of membership of a Church by reason of Baptism, to
clarify to which Church a Catholic belongs. In such cases, the
following principles apply:

1 Baptism of children under theage of fourteen:

By virtue of Baptism, a child is enrolled in the Church of
the Catholic father or the Church of the mother if only the
mother is Catholic or if both parents by agreement freely request
it, with due regard for particular laws established by the
Apostolic See; these principles aso apply in the case of an
adoptive father and mother;

i. If only one parent is a Catholic, the child belongsto
the Church of that parent.

ii. If born of an unmarried mother, the child belongsto
her Church;

iii. If born of unknown parents, the child belongs to
the Church of the legal guardians;

iv. If born of nonbaptized parents the child is to be a
member of the Church of the person undertaking the
responsibility to educate the child in the Catholic faith.

2. Baptism of children over theage of fourteen:

A person of fourteen years of age or older, who requests
Baptism, is free to choose any Church.

TheHoly Mysteriesof Christian I nitiation

Baptism

A priest or deacon of the Latin Catholic may not baptize a
child of Eastern Catholic parents, unless a priest of the parents’
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Church cannot perform this holy mystery. The follow-ing
circumstances constitute unavailability of the priest of the
Eastern Church, and in such cases a priest or deacon of the
Latin Church may baptize the child.

i. The child isin danger of death;

ii. The priest of the Eastern Church is too far away to
bring the child to him;

iii. The priest of the Eastern Church cannot come to
baptize the child.

If, in these circumstances, a priest or deacon of the Latin
Church baptizes the child he must:

i State, in hisown baptismal register, to which Eastern
Church the child belongs;

ii. Send notifications of the baptism to the priest of the
Eastern Church;

iii. If thereis no priest of the child’s Eastern Churchin
the USA, the registration of the baptism is made only in the
parochial register of the Latin Church, but the Eastern Church
to which the child belongs must be noted.

Chrismation

In the Eastern Catholic Churches, Chrismation (known in
the West as Confirmation) is always received at the time of
Baptism. (When there is danger of death, it may be
admin-istered later.) If, in the exceptional circumstances as
mentioned above, a Latin priest were to baptize a child
belonging to an Eastern Church, unless such a priest has the
faculties to administer the Holy Mystery of Chrismation and
has the permission of the proper pastor to do so, he must not
chrismate the child. The child should be chrismated by a priest
of hisor her own autonomous ritual Church as soon as possible
after Baptism.

Asmany Eastern Catholic children attend Catholic schools
under the control of the Latin Church, it often happens that
they are involved in sacramental preparation programs. It is at
these times that the question of Chrismation arises. As the
Sacrament of Chrismation cannot be repeated, any attempt to
do so is strictly prohibited.

If, at the time of confirmation for the class or group of
chil-dren in the sacramental program, it is found that a child
belonging to an Eastern Church has not yet received the holy
mystery of Chrismation, the child must then be chrismated in
his or her proper autonomous ritual Church.

The Eucharist

It is the normal practice of the Church that Catholics
celebrate the Lord's day by participating in the celebration of

December 2003



the Eucharist in a community of their own Church.
Nevertheless, where there is a diversity of Churchesin the one
place, the faithful worthily celebrate the resurrection of Jesus
by attending the Eucharist in any of the autonomous ritual
Churches.

Holy Communion may be received in any Catholic Church.
Since sacramental initiation in the mystery of salvation is
perfected in the reception of the Divine Eucharist, children of
Eastern Catholic Churches who have not received the Eucharist
at thetime of their Christian initiation, should receive their first
Holy Communion in their own autonomous_Church.

TheHoly Mystery of Penance

Catholics may receive absolution from any priest belonging
to either the Latin or the Eastern Churches provided he has the
faculty to administer the Holy Mystery of Penance. However,
priests of the Latin Church hearing the confession of members
of Eastern Churches should exercise particular care, as the
perception of failing towards God and one's neighbor is deeply
formed, and expressed, in termsdrawn from one’sown liturgical
and religious experience.

Priests of the Latin Church need to be aware that the
auto-matic penalties in the law of the Latin Church are not
found in that of the Eastern Churches. On the other hand, the
prac-tice of “reserved sins’ is still retained in the Eastern
Churches.

TheHoly Mystery of Matrimony

It is at the time of an impending marriage that members of
Eastern Churches often come into contact with pastors of the
Latin Church.

It is the canonical tradition of Eastern Churches that
mar-riage is to be celebrated before the pastor of the groom
unless particular law determines otherwise or a just cause
excuses. Unlike the Latin Church, in the Eastern Churches a
deacon cannot assist at a marriage.

In the USA, a priest of the Latin Church cannot, without
special delegation from the eparch of the Eastern Church,
validly bless the marriages of the subjects of that eparch even
if celebrated in his parish:

1. Two Eastern Catholics both of whom belong to the
Armenian, Chaldean, Maronite, Melkite, Romanian, Ruthenian,
Syrian, or Ukrainian Churches;

2. An Eastern Catholic belonging to the Armenian,
Chaldean, Maronite, Melkite, Romanian, Ruthenian, Syrian, or

INVITING
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distribution expenses of Knanaya Mission
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Ukrainian Churches marrying a baptized person who is not a
member of the Catholic Church or an unbaptized person; a
bishop of the Latin Church has no authority to permit such a
marriage or grant a dispensation for it.

Inthe USA, apriest of the Latin Church, with the faculty to
assist at marriages, may validly bless the following marriages
involving Eastern Catholics:

1. Two Eastern Catholics neither of whom belongs to
the Armenian, Chaldean, Maronite, Melkite, Romanian,
Ruthenian, Syrian, or Ukrainian Churches,

2. An Eastern Catholic who does not belong to the
Armenian, Chaldean, Maronite, Melkite, Romanian, Ruthenian,
Syrian, or Ukrainian Churches marrying a baptized person who
isnot amember of the Catholic Church or an unbaptized person.

The marriage between a Latin Catholic and an Eastern
Catholic should take place in the Church of the man. Unlikethe
Latin Church, adeacon in the Eastern Catholic Churches cannot
validly assist at a marriage between a man belonging to the
Latin Church and a woman belonging to an Eastern Church.

In the case where the groom is a member of the Armenian,
Chaldean, Maronite, Melkite, Romanian, Ruthenian, Syrian, or
Ukrainian Churches, and the bride is a Latin Catholic, the
Eastern Eparch may grant a dispensation so that the marriage
may be lawfully celebrated.

When dealing with the faithful of the Eastern Churches,
Latin pastorsmust be aware of the differencesinthelegis-lation
of the Latin Church and that of the Code of Canons of the
Eastern Churches in regard to marriage. For example, the
impediment of affinity extendsin the collateral lineto the second
degree, that is, prohibiting marriage with one’s sister/brother-
in-law. The impediment of spiritual relationship is retained in
the Eastern Churches so a marriage between a sponsor and
the baptized person and the parents of the same is invalid.

ThePower to Dispense

Eastern Catholics can only be dispensed by their own
eparch. Any dispensation granted by a Latin bishop to the
faithful of these Churches is invalid.

Those Eastern Catholics who do not have their own
eparchy or exarchate established in the USA are placed under
the jurisdiction of the local Latin bishop and may be validly
dispensed by him.

Transfer from One Church toAnother

In very exceptional circumstances, the Church permits the
faithful to transfer their membership from one autonomous
ritual Church to another. This is never undertaken lightly and
touches upon the deepest relationship between the individual
member of the body of Christ, its other members, and the bonds
that link usto our Savior. Formerly the power to authorize such
atransfer was reserved to the Apostolic See alone. For Eastern
Catholics in the USA, such a transfer may take place on the
agreement of the respective bishops. If there is no agreement,
the request is submitted to the proper Roman dicastery.

Marriage also provides an opportunity for a person to
trans-fer from one Church to another. An Eastern Catholic wife
may transfer to the Church of her husband. A Latin Catholic
husband or wife may transfer to the Church of their Eastern
spouse at the time of marriage or during the marriage.

4
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continued from pageb....

initiative of the Association, Diocese of Brooklyn established
aKnanayaCatholic Ministry inMarch 27, 1993. Mar Kuriakose
Kunnacherry, the bishop of Kottayam sent Rev. Fr. Joseph
Saurianmakkil to serve as its first director. The official
inauguration of the mission was on April 17, 1993 during the
Easter Celebration of Indian Knanaya Catholic Association of
Greater New York. Fr. Sauriamakil organized Holy Massesin
Syro-Malabar rite in Brooklyn, New Jersey, Rockland and
Westchester-Bronx. Thus, four Knanaya Catholic Missions
emerged in Greater New York.

People participate actively in the Eucharistic Celebrations.
We have an active choir and the attendance at Mass is very
high. We have trained Eucharistic ministers, lectors, altar
servers, and catechism teachers. During Christmas and Holy
Week we have special liturgical celebrationsin Syro-Malabar
Rite. Besides, we have special prayers for the deceased and
novenas. There are family prayer meetings and celebrations
where the priests try to attend. Spiritual guidance and
counseling isa so animportant part of our ministry. Sacraments
were arranged at their own local parishes. Now we keep our
own registers for sacraments and issue certificates from the
Knanaya Catholic Missions. Every Ministry has a Ministry
Council withtwo Trustees. Itistruefrom the history that Faith
and Traditions are the two corner stones of the Knanaya
Catholic Community. Therefore, the Laity and Clergy always
work together... soit continues....

BROOKLYN

Thereare 163 Knanaya Catholic familiesliving in Brooklyn,
Queens and Long Island area of New York. They were under
the Diocese of Brooklyn and Rockville Center. We were
celebrating Holy Mass on every first Sunday of the month at
Osone Park.

Rev. Fr. Michael Nedumthuruthil was appointed as the
Director to Brooklyn Knanaya Catholic Mission in the place of
Fr. Joseph Saurianmakil in January 1999 . Kids Club was started
under hisleadership with Mr. Mathewkutty Vattakulam asthe
first principal. Onevery first Sunday they havetwo hour classes
prior to the Holy Mass. “Knanaya Catholic Youth League” is
organized for the youth. Now they are conducting Holy Mass
and other Mission activities in the Chapel of Creedmore
Psychartric Center, Queens.

WESTCHESTER-BRONX

Rev. Fr. Jose Saurianmakil started Holy Mass in Syro-
Malabar rite in Our Lady of Victory Church, Mount Vernon,
New York on every second Sunday from September,1993. Mr.
Sayo Kulangara, Mr. Thomas Athimattathil, Mr. Baby
Chemmacheril, Mr. Sabu Kuvakkattu, and othersworked hard
for this. Later in 1996 when the Bishop of Kottayam, Mar
Kuriakose Kunnachery visited Archbishop of New York, John
Cardinal O’ Connor, he agreed officially to establish aKnanaya
Catholic Mission in the Archdiocese. In April 1997, Rev. Fr.
ThomasK ottoor, then Chancellor of the Diocese of Kottayam,
was given assignment as the director of thismission. Hewas
also the associate pastor at St. Benedicts Parish in Bronx.

Knanaya Mission
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In December 20, 1998 Rev. Fr. Abraham Kalarickal, then
Procurator of Malabar region and Assistant Director of
Barmariam Pastoral Center Kannur, was appointed as the
Parochial Vicar of Our Lady of Victory Church, Mount Vernon,
New York inview of serving the Knanaya Catholic Community
intheArchdiocese of New York. Hisappointment gave anew
life to the Westchester-Bronx Knanaya Catholic Mission. Fr.
Thomas Kottoor began to concentrate more in Rockland
Knanaya Catholic Mission and Fr. Abraham Kalarickal in
Westchester-Bronx Knanaya Catholic Mission.

Under the Spiritual Leadership of Fr. Abraham Kalarickal,
Westchester-Bronx Knanaya Catholic Mission started a Kids
Club. Rev. Msgr. Thomas F. Scanlon inaugurated Knanaya
Catholic Kids Club of Westchester and Bronx on March 14,
1999. Mr. Thomas Chamakala, Mr. Thomas Palacheril and Mr.
Pious Veluparambil werethe principal, secretary and treasurer
respectively. With the help of our four Kids Club teachers Rev.
Fr. Abraham Kalarickal published a book “THE BRIDGE” a
guide to Knanaya Catholic Kids Clubs on Bible and
Sacraments. We have also started a Youth Club in September
1999. Atthebeginning therewereabout 15 members. Dueto
the busy schedule of Our Lady of Victory church, now we are
conducting our Mass and other Mission activitiesin St. Ursulus
Church, Mount Vernon, New York. We are also conducting
spiritual retreats and seminars for youth and Parents. This
helps them to keep up their unity and Christian faith. Now
thereare around 115 families come under thisMission

NEW JERSEY

At the request of the Knanaya Catholic Community living
inNew Jersy and surrounding area, Rev. Fr. Joseph Saurianmakil
started Holy Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite in Fortly. The Holy
Mass was started on fourth Sunday of October 1993. At the
beginning people from Rockland area also were going to this
Mass. However, at the request of the people there, Rockland
Knanaya Catholic Mission was started later. Then the people
of New Jersy found a more convenient Church in Linden.
Therearealmost 118 familiesin New Jersy area.

On fourth Sunday of December 1998 they started a Kids
clubfor thechildren. Asaresult moreand morefamiliesbegan
to participate in Ministry activities. There is also “Knanaya
Catholic Youth League” for youth. They are active and helping
the Kids Club. Mr. Simon Makil was the first principal of the
Kids Club. From January 1999 onwards Rev. Fr. Michael
Nedumthuruthil isthe Director of New Jersy Knanaya Catholic
Mission.

ROCKLAND
Rockland Knanaya Catholic Mission was started with the
Christmas Eve Mass on December 24, 1994 in St. Catherine's
Church, Blauvelt. Rev. Fr. Saurianmakil and Rev. Fr. Abraham
Orapankal concelebrated the Holy Mass. From January 1995
onwards Mass was on every third Sunday. Before that the
Rockland Community was a part of New Jersey Knanaya
Catholic Mission where the Masses were conducted in Fortly.
Mr. James Thrathattel, Mr. Joseph Pottenkuzhy, and Mr.
Thomas Palanikumuriyil worked with Fr. Saurianmakal and Fr.
Orapankal for thistask. Later in 1996 when Mar Kuriakose
continued on page ...10
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Chicago: December 24th 2003, at 7p.mat IHM Church.
Liturgical celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord

On 12/ 25/ 03 at 9 a.m Holy Mass at Community Center.
N.B. No evening Mass and Novena on 25th at
Community Center.

San Jose: December 27th at 4 p. m, at St. Frances Caprini
Parish Holy Mass, social gathering, cultural
programs, and Sneha virunnu.

New York: December 24th Nativity and Holy Massat 10 p. m
at Oueens - Faith Chapel

CHRISTMASAND NEW YEAR PROGRAM SOF 2003

Rockland: On 24th December at 9 p.m ChristmasLiturgy
On 31st December at 10 p. m New Year programs.

Los Angeles: On December 20th The Catholic Association
and Knanaya Catholic Association celebrate
together the Nativity of Our Lord at St. Mary
Magdalen Catholic Church Hall at 6 p.m.

Houston: On 24th at 8-30 p.m Christmas Liturgy at the
Knanaya Catholic Community Center.

continued from....page 8

Kunnachery, the Bishop of Kottayam visited Archbishop of
New York, John Cardinal O’ Connor, he agreed officially to
establish a Knanaya Catholic Mission in the Archdiocese.

Bishop Kuriakose Kunnacherry sent Rev. Fr. Thomas
Kottoor, then Chancellor of the Diocese of Kottayam in April
1997 to serve as the director of thismission. He was also the
associate pastor at St. Benedict's Parish in Bronx. Rev. Fr.
Abraham Kalarickal, then Procurator of Malabar region and
Assistant Director of Barmariam Pastoral Center Kannur, was
appointed in December 20, 1998 asthe Parochial Vicar of Our
Lady of Victory Church, Mount Vernon, New York in view of
serving the Knanaya Catholic Community in the Archdiocese
of New York. Fr. Thomas K ottoor and Fr. Abraham Kalarickal
worked together until Fr. Thomas K ottoor was moved to Detroit
for studies. Now Rev. Fr. Abraham Kalarickal isthe Director of
Rockland K nanaya Catholic Mission.

Recently, the Indian Knanaya Catholic Community
(association) has procured a 7.02 acres of land including a
chapel, cafeteria and an apartment in Luchworth Village,
Rockland, New York. We bought it as a Community Center.
The community isusing thisfacility for their Social and Spiritual

needs. Asrequested by the Knanaya Catholic Community, now
the Mission activities are conducting over here.

On February 27, 1997 Knanaya Catholics here met at Mr.
Jose K oithara’ shouse. Rev. Fr. Thomas K ottoor presided over
the meeting. There they discussed on starting a Kids Club.
Msgr. Mathew Pulikootil, former Vicar General of Kottayam
Diocesg, officially inaugurated the Rockland Knanaya Catholic
Kids Club on August 17, 1997 . Mr. Thomas Palanikumuriyil,
Ms. Lissie Tharathattel, Mr. Justin Chamakala and Mr. Aby
Chamakala were the principal, vice principal, tresuerer and
manager respectively. Mr. Abraham Puthiyadathusseril has
offered outstanding contributions to the Kids Club. There we
teach Bible, Sacraments, KnanayaHistory, Family Values, and
Traditions. BesidesHoly Mass, we provideretreats, seminars,
etc to theyouth and parents. We have aYouth Club in Rockland.
Once in a month we have discussions, debates, or classes for
them. Usually we get twenty to thirty youth. So we have
programs for children, youth and parents. Knanaya Catholic
Families living in Upstate and Connecticut area comes under
this Mission. We have around 95 families altogether.
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