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KNANAYA BETROTAL

Betrothal is an expression of the free wills of
the couples before the church to enter into mar-
riage. One paternal uncle from each side stands as
witness to this and both shake hands before the
holy altar as a symbol of their agreement. The un-
cles participate in the responsibility of getting their
brother’s child married. They assure that the mar-
riage will be conducted on a particular date in a
particular manner. This is also an expression of the
new relation that is to be originated not between
two persons alone but also of two families.

Both parties give a donation to the church
know as “othu sakshi.” The wedding announcents
are done on three Sundays after the betrothal. The

Traditionally, the betrothal is conducted at the
parish church of the bride and the meals at home.
The maternal uncle of the girl erects the first post
of the barn. Usually, it is a pole of the jack fruit tree,
which has got two significances. The first is that it
Is very strong. This signifies that the marriage rela-
tion must be strong like the pole of the barn. The
other significance of the jack tree is that it emits
sap. According to the astrologers sap or latex de-
notes prosperity. That means this marriage should
bring prosperity. Before the meals, the maternal
uncle of the female gives water to his counterpart
of the boy’s side to wash his hand.
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