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KNANAYA BETROTAL 
 

 
 Betrothal is an expression of the free wills of 
the couples before the church to enter into mar-
riage. One paternal uncle from each side stands as 
witness to this and both shake hands before the 
holy altar as a symbol of their agreement. The un-
cles participate in the responsibility of getting their 
brother’s child married. They assure that the mar-
riage will be conducted on a particular date in a 
particular manner. This is also an expression of the 
new relation that is to be originated not between 
two persons alone but also of two families. 
 
 Both parties give a donation to the church 
know as “othu sakshi.” The wedding announcents 
are done on three Sundays after the betrothal. The  
 
 Traditionally, the betrothal is conducted at the 
parish church of the bride and the meals at home. 
The maternal uncle of the girl erects the first post 
of the barn. Usually, it is a pole of the jack fruit tree, 
which has got two significances.  The first is that it 
is very strong. This signifies that the marriage rela-
tion must be strong like the pole of the barn. The 
other significance of the jack tree is that it emits 
sap. According to the astrologers sap or latex de-
notes prosperity. That means this marriage should 
bring prosperity. Before the meals, the maternal 
uncle of the female gives water to his counterpart 
of the boy’s side to wash his hand. 
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ØÎâÙ¢: μVJÞçÕ _____ μÞVNß: μVJÞçÕ, ÖμñÈÞÏ èÆÕçÎ, 
ÌÜÙàÈæø ÖμñßæM¿áJáKÕçÈ Èßæa ÆÞØV æºÏîáK 
ÕßÕÞÙ ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ ÈßVÕß¸íÈ¢ ÉâVJßÏÞAÞÈáU ÎÈTá¢ 
ØKiÄÏá¢ ÈWμß §Õæø ¥Èád·ÙßAÃçÎ, ÈßÄcÈÞÏ 
ØVçÕîÖbøÞ. 

 
ØÎâÙ¢: ¦çNX. 
 
μÞVNß: (ÕøçÈÞ¿í) (çÉøí) ___ ÎßÖßÙÞÏáæ¿ ÈßÏÎÕá¢ 

ÄßøáTÍÏáæ¿ È¿É¿ßμ{áÎÈáTøßºîí ¨ çÉøí______ æÈ 
ÍÞøcÏÞÏß ØbàμøßºîáæμÞUÞæÎKí Èà ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ 
æºÏîáKáçÕÞ? 

 
ÕøX: ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ æºÏîáKá. 
 
μÞVNß: (ÕÇáÕßçÈÞ¿í) (çÉøí) ___ ÎßÖßÙÞÏáæ¿ ÈßÏÎÕá¢ ÄßøáTÍ 

Ïáæ¿ È¿É¿ßμ{áÎÈáTøßºîí ¨ çÉøí______¨____æÏ 
Èßæa ÍVJÞÕÞÏß ØbàμøßºîáæμÞUÞæÎKí Èà ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ 
æºÏîáKáçÕÞ? 

 
ÕÇá: ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ æºÏîáKá. 
 
μÞVNß: ÈßB{áæ¿ ¨ ©¿O¿ßAí ÕÞ·íÆÞÈB{ßW ÕßÖbØñÈÞÏ 

èÆÕÕá¢ ÈßB{áæ¿ μÞøÃÕzÞøá¢ §Õßæ¿ÏáU 
ÎæxÜïÞÕøá¢ ØÞfßμ{ÞÃí. μVJÞÕí ÈßBæ{ 
¦ÖàVÕîÆßAáμÏá¢ ÈßBZ æºÏñ ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ 
ÉâVJßÏÞAáÕÞX ¥Èád·ÙßAáμÏá¢ æºÏîæG. + ¦çNX. 

 
μÞøÃÕzÞV ÕÜÄá μøBZ Éß¿ßAáçOÞZ 

 

μÞVNß: ©¿O¿ßμZ æºÏîáKÕÈá¢ ¥ÕæÏ ÕßÖbØñÄçÏÞæ¿ 
ÉÞÜßAáKÕÈá¢ ÉÞÜßAÞX ØÙÞÏßAáKÕÈáÎÞÏ 
μVJÞçÕ, Èßæa ÆÞØV æºÏîáK ¨ ©¿O¿ßæÏ Èà 
ØíÅßøàμøßAÃæÎ. §çMÞZ æºÏñ ÕßÕÞÙ ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ 
ÉâVJßÏÞAáÕÞX Èßæa ÆÞØøÞÏ ____Ïá¢ (çÉøáμZ) 
¥Õøáæ¿ μÞøÃÕzÞøÞÏ §ÕçøÏá¢ μá¿á¢ÌÞ¢·Bç{Ïá¢ 
¥Èád·ÙßAÃæÎ. ¥Õß¿áæJ ØíçÈÙÕá¢ ÉøßøfÃÕá¢ 
§Õøáæ¿ çÎÜá¢ ¨ ØÎâÙJßæa çÎÜá¢ ©IÞμáÎÞùÞ 
μæG. §çMÞÝá¢ + ®çMÞÝá¢ ®çKAá¢ ¦çNX. 
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μÞVNß: ÈÜïÕÈÞÏ μVJÞçÕ, ¾B{áæ¿ ÉâVÕîßμzÞøßW 
¥BÏáæ¿ ÉøßÉÞÜÈæÏ ¾BZ ÕÞÝíJáKá. 
μÞøÃÕzÞçøÞ¿áU ÍμñßÏßW ¾Bæ{ Õ{VJÃæÎ. 
¾B{áæ¿ ÉßÄÞAzÞçøÞæ¿ÞJá ©IÞÏßøáKÄáçÉÞæÜ 
¥Õß¿áæJ μãÉ §Ká¢ ®Ká¢ ¾Bæ{ ÕÝß È¿JæG. 

 
ØÎâÙ¢: μVJÞçÕ ¾BZ ¥BÏáæ¿ ¼ÈÕá¢ ¥Bá ¾B{áæ¿ 

èÆÕÕáÎÞμáKá. ¾B{âæ¿ dÉÞVjÈ ¥Õß¿áKá 
æºÕßæAÞUÃæÎ. 

 
μÞçùÞØâØÞ dÉÞVjÈ 

 
ÖádÖâ×ß: ÈÎáæAÜïÞÕVAá¢ Íμ ñßçÏÞ¿á¢ dÖiçÏÞ¿á¢ μâæ¿ ÈßKí 

μVJÞçÕ, ¾Bç{Þ¿í μãÉ æºÏîÃçÎ ®Kí dÉÞVjßAÞ¢. 
 
ØÎâÙ¢: μVJÞçÕ ¾Bç{Þ¿í μãÉ æºÏîÃçÎ. 
 
ÖádÖâ×ß: ¨ Î¢·{μVNJßÈá §Õßæ¿ ØKßÙßÄøÞÏßøßAáK 

____çÈÏá¢_____çÈÏá¢ èÆÕàμ ÈzμZ ÈWμß 
¥Èád·ÙßAÃçÎ ®Kí ¾BZ dÉÞVjßAáKá. 

 
ØÎâÙ¢: μVJÞçÕ ¾Bç{Þ¿í μãÉ æºÏîÃçÎ. 
 
ÖádÖâ×ß: §ÕV æºÏîáK ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ çÕI ÕßÇ¢ 

ÉâVJßÏÞAáÕÞX èÆÕJßæa Ø¢øfÃ¢ §ÕVAí ØÆÞ 
©IÞμÃæÎKí ¾BZ dÉÞVjßAáKá. 

 
ØÎâÙ¢: μVJÞçÕ ¾Bç{Þ¿í μãÉ æºÏîÃçÎ. 
 
ÖádÖâ×ß: §Ká ÉøØíÉø¢ Ìt¢ ¦ø¢ÍßAáK øIá μá¿á¢ÌBZ 

ØíçÈÙJßÜá¢ æ®μcJßÜá¢ Õ{øáÕÞX §¿ÏÞAÃçÎ 
®Kí ¾BZ dÉÞVjßAáKá. 

 
ØÎâÙ¢: μVJÞçÕ ¾Bç{Þ¿í μãÉ æºÏîÃçÎ. 
 
ÖádÖâ×ß: §Õßæ¿ ØKßÙßÄøÞÕáμÏá¢ Èßæa ¨ ÆÞØVAáçÕIß 

dÉÞVjßAáμÏá¢ æºÏñ ®ÜïÞÕøáæ¿ çÎÜá¢ μãÉ 
æºÞøßÏÃçÎ ®Kí ¾BZ dÉÞVjßAáKá. 
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μíÈÈÞÏAÞøáæ¿ ²JáμÜcÞÃ¢μíÈÈÞÏAÞøáæ¿ ²JáμÜcÞÃ¢  
 
μÞVNß: §Ká ÈÎáæAÞøá ØáÆßÈÎÞÃí. ØíçÈÙ¢ ÉCáÕºîí, 

ÉøØíÉø¢ ²KáçºVKí, èÆÕJßæa Øã×í¿ßμVNJßW 
ÉCÞ{ßμ{ÞμÞÈáU ¥Õß¿áæJ fÃ¢ Øbàμøßºîí, ¨ 
ÏáÕÄàÏáÕÞAZ §çMÞZ ÕßÕÞÙ ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ È¿JáÕÞX 
çÉÞÕáμÏÞÃí. §Õøáæ¿ ¦Öμ{á¢ dÉÄcÞÖμ{á¢ ØËÜÎÞ 
μáKÄßÈá¢ ¨ ÕßÕÞÙ ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ ¥Í¢·áø¢ ÉÞÜßAæM¿á 
KÄßÈá¢ çÕIß ¨ Î¢·{μVN¢ ÎÞVçJÞNÞæÏ ¥ÈáØíÎ 
øßºîáæμÞIí ÈÎáAí ¦ø¢ÍßAÞ¢. 
 
(μÞVNßμÈá¢ ØÎáÙÕá¢ ²øáÎßºîí) 
 
ÎÞVçJÞNÞX ÈzÏÞæÜÞKá Äá¿BáKá 
ÈKÞÏí ÕøÃçÎ §Kí. 
©JÎÈÞÏ ÎßÖßÙÞ ÄßøáÕáU¢ 
©èp ®ÝáKZμ çÕÃ¢. 
 
μÞøÃÎÞÏÕæøÜïÞøá¢ μâ¿àGí 
Èz ÕøáJßJçøÃ¢. 
¦ÜÞÙÞ ÈÞÏÈá¢ ¥OX ÎßÖßÙÞÏá¢ 
μâæ¿ ÄáÃÏíAÏßÕVAí. 
 

μÞVNß:  ¥ÄcáKÄB{ßW èÆÕJßÈá ØñáÄß. 
 
ØÎâ:  ¦çNX. 
 
μÞVNß:  ÍâÎßÏßW ÎÈá×cVAá ØÎÞÇÞÈÕá¢ dÉÄcÞÖÏá¢ ®çMÞÝá¢

®çKAá¢. 
 
ØÎâ:  ¦çNX. 
 
μÞVNß: ØbVPØíÅÈÞÏ ¾B{áæ¿ ÉßÄÞçÕ, / (ØÎâÙÕá¢ çº 

VKí) ¥BÏáæ¿ ÈÞÎ¢ Éâ¼ßÄÎÞμÃçÎ / ¥BÏáæ¿ 
øÞ¼c¢ ÕøÃçÎ / ¥BÏáæ¿ ÄßøáÎÈTí ØbVPJßçÜ 
çMÞæÜ ÍâÎßÏßÜáÎÞμÃçÎ. / ¾BZAí ¦ÕÖcÎÞÏ 
¦ÙÞø¢ / §Ká ¾BZAá ÄøÃçÎ. / ¾B{áæ¿ 
μ¿AÞçøÞ¿á ¾BZ fÎßºîßøßAáKÄá çÉÞæÜ / ¾B
{áæ¿ μ¿B{á¢ ÉÞÉB{á¢ ¾Bç{Þ¿á fÎßAÃçÎ. / 
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¾Bç{ dÉçÜÞÍÈJßW ©ZæM¿áJøáçÄ. / Æá×í¿ÞøâÉß 
ÏßWÈßKá ¾Bæ{ øfßAÃçÎ. / ®LáæμÞæIKÞW, 
øÞ¼cÕá¢ ÖμñßÏá¢ ÎÙJbÕá¢ ®çKAá¢ ¥BÏáç¿ÄÞ 
μáKá. ¦çNX. 

 
 ØbVPØíÅÈÞÏ ¾B{áæ¿ ÉßÄÞçÕ, / ¥BÏáæ¿ ÎÙÄb 

JÞW / ØbVPÕá¢ ÍâÎßÏá¢ ÈßùEßøßAáKá. / ÎÞÜÞ¶ 
ÎÞøá¢ ÎÈá×cøá¢ / ¥Bá ÉøßÖáiX, ÉøßÖáiX, ÉøßÖá 
iX / ®Kí ©Æíç¸Þ×ßAáKá. 

 
ÖádÖâ:  ÈÎáAá dÉÞVÅßAÞ¢. ØÎÞÇÞÈ¢ ÈçNÞ¿áμâæ¿. 
 
μÞVNß: ¥dÌÞÙJßæaÏá¢ §ØÙÞAßæaÏá¢ ÏÞçAÞÌß 

æaÏá¢ èÆÕçÎ, ¥BæÏ ¾BZ ¦øÞÇßAáμÏá¢ 
ØñáÄßAáμÏá¢ æºÏîáKá. ®LáæμÞæIKÞW ¥Õß¿áKá 
¥dÌÞÙ¢ Äá¿BßÏ ÉâVÕî ÉßÄÞAzÞøáæ¿ ÆÞOÄc 
¼àÕßÄæJ ¥Èád·ÙßAáμÏá¢ ØËÜàμøßAáμÏá¢ æºÏñá. 

 
§çMÞZ ÕßÕÞÙ ÕÞ·íÆÞÈ¢ æºÏîáK ¨ ÏáÕÄßçÏÏá¢ 
ÏáÕÞÕßçÈÏá¢ μÞøáÃcÉâVÕî¢ μ¿ÞfßAÃæÎ. §Õøáæ¿ 
¼àÕßÄJßçÜAí ¥Õß¿áæJ ØíçÈÙJßæa ÎáLßøßºîÞùá 
ÉμøÃæÎ. 
 
ÙãÆÏBæ{ ÉøßçÖÞÇßAáKÕÈÞÏ μVJÞçÕ, ¨ 
ÏáÕÄàÏáÕÞA{áæ¿ ¥LV·Ä¢ ¥Õß¿áKí ¥ùßÏáKáÕçÜïÞ. 
§Õøáæ¿ ¥Lø¢·B{ßçÜAí ¥Õß¿áæJ ¥øâÉßæÏ ¥Ïºîí 
èØÅøc¢ ÉμøÃæÎ. ÙãÆÏÉâVÕî¢ Èß×íA{CÎÞÏß 
¥BßW ¦dÖÏßºîí ÕßÕÞÙ ØNÄ¢ È¿JÞX ¨ ÆÞØV 
dÉÞÉñøÞÏß ÍÕßAæG. ÈßÄc¢ ÉßÄÞÕá¢ ÉádÄÈá¢ 
ÉøßÖáiÞzÞÕáÎÞÏ ØVçÕîÖbøÞ. 
 

ØÎâÙ¢: ¦çNX. 
 
μÞVNß: ¥Bá ¾BZAá ÈWμßÏßGáUÄá¢ ¾B{áæ¿ 

μãÄ¼í¾ÄAá ¥ÄàÄÕáÎÞÏ ¥BÏáæ¿ ØÙÞÏBZAá¢ 
¥Èád·ÙBZAáÎÞÏß ØμÜ ØìÍÞ·cB{á¢ Èzμ{á¢ 
ÈßùEá Îá¿ßºâ¿ß ÈßWAáK ØÍÏßW ¾BZ ¥BæÏ 
ØñáÄßAáμÏá¢ ÎÙJbæM¿áJáμÏá¢ æºÏîáKá. ØμÜJß 
æaÏá¢ ÈÞÅÞ ®çKAá¢. 
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ØÎâÙ¢: ¦çNX. 
 
ØVÕîÞÇßÉÈÞ¢ μVJÞçÕ 
ÈßæK ÕÃBß ÈÎßAáKá 
¨çÖÞ ÈÞÅÞ ÕßÈÏçÎÞæ¿ 
ÈßæK ÈÎßºîá ÉáμÝíJáKá. 
 
ÎVJcÈá ÈßÄcÎçÙÞKÄÎÞ¢ 
©jÞÈ¢ Èà ¥øá{áKá 
¥fÏÎÕÈáæ¿ ¦vÞÕßX 
©JÎøfÏáçÎμáKá. 
 

Õß. d·sÕÞÏÈ 
 

μÞVNß: çÄÞÌßJí Äæa ÉádÄÈÞÏ çÄÞÌßÏÞØí ÕßÕÞÙ 
ØKiÈÞÏß ÉáùæM¿áK çÕ{ÏßW ÈWμßÏ ©ÉçÆÖB{á¢ 
ÈßVçgÖB{á¢ ¨ ØÎâÙJßÈá¢ dÉÄßdÖáÄ ÕøÈá¢ 
ÕÇáÕßÈá¢ ÎÞVP çø¶μ{ÞÏßJàøæG. 

 
ÖádÖâ×ß:  çÄÞÌßJßæa ÉáØñμ¢ ÈÞÜÞ¢ ¥icÞÏ¢ 12©¢ 

13©¢ ÄßøáÕºÈBZ. 
®ÜïÞJø¢ ¥ÇÞVNßμÄÏßÜá¢ ÈßKí ÈßæK 
μÞJáæμÞUáμ. Èßæa ÉâVÕîßμøáæ¿ ç·ÞdÄJßW ÈßKá¢ 
ÎÞdÄ¢ ÍÞøcæÏ ØbàμøßAáμ. ¥Èc¼ÈÄμ{ßW ÈßKá¢ 
ÕßÕÞÙ¢ æºÏîøáÄí. ÈÞ¢ dÉÕÞºμzÞøáæ¿ ØLÄßμ{ÞÃí. 
ÎμçÈ, ÈNáæ¿ ÉâVÕî ÉßÄÞAzÞøÞÏ çÈÞÙí, ¥dÌÞÙ¢, 
§ØÙÞAí, ÏÞçAÞÌí ®KßÕæøÜïÞ¢ ÄB{áæ¿ 
ºÞVºîAÞøáæ¿ §¿ÏßW ÈßKÞÃí ÍÞøcÎÞæø 
æÄøæE¿áJÄí ®K μÞøc¢ Èà ¥ÈáØíÎøßAÃ¢. 
ØLÞÈBZÕÝß ¥ÕV ¥Èád·ÙàÄøÞÏß, ¥Õøáæ¿ ÉßX 
ÄÜÎáù çÆÖ¢ ¥ÕμÞÖÎÞAá¢. ¥ÄßÈÞW ÎμçÈ, Èßæa 
ØçÙÞÆøzÞæø ØíçÈÙßAáμ, Èßæa ºÞVºîAÞøßW ÈßKí, 
Èßæa ¼ÈJßæa ÎA{ßW ÈßKí ÍÞøcæÏ ØbàμøßAÞæÄ 
¥Õæø ÈßwßAøáæÄ. ¥ÙCÞø¢ ÕßÈÞÖÕá¢ ¥øÞ¼μÄbÕá¢ 
ÕøáJá¢. ¥ÜØÄ ÈÞÖJßÈá¢ ÉGßÃßAá¢ ÈßÆÞÈÎÞμáKá. 
μÞøÃ¢ ¥ÜØÄÏÞÃí ÆÞøßdÆJßæa ÎÞÄÞÕí. 
 

ØÎâÙ¢: ÈNáæ¿ μVJÞÕÞÏ ÎßÖßÙÞAá ØñáÄß. 
 


